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This evening’s performance is the result of many years of historical research, two days of 
master-classes, and one week of very intensive rehearsal for the advanced students and 
young professionals of the Baroque Opera Studio. 
 
In the opera La Morte d’Orfeo (The Death of Orpheus), composer Stefano Landi continues 
the story begun in Monteverdi’s Orfeo. After Orpheus returns from Hell having lost 
Eurydice, he goes back to visit a second time. But his old enemy, Charon, is not pleased to 
see him! 
 
Monteverdi’s drama was called favola in musica (a Story in Music), but Landi’s work is a 
Tragicomedia, mixing tragedy and comedy. Landi is celebrated as the first composer to 
include a truly comic scene, in which Charon, the ferryman from Hell, sings a drinking 
song as he gives Orpheus the Water of Forgetfulness 
 
The plot also contrasts the opposing forces of Apollo, God of Music and champion of quiet 
moderation, and Bacchus, God of Wine and champion of wild excess. Apollo is adored by 
the Shepherds, Bacchus’ followers are the female Maenads.  
 
The Satyrs, half human and half animal, bring the wildness of the forest to the calm waters 
of the river Ebro. Fury comes from Hell to transform the Maenad’s sadness into violent 
anger. 
 
Orpheus is caught in the midst of all these confrontations. Half-god and half-mortal, he is 
divinely inspired but swayed by human passions. Finally, wine, women and song 
overwhelm him. Will Fate allow Mercury to rescue him? 
 
During the performance, you can read a synopsis of each scene and follow the translation 
of all the dialogue in your program booklet. There will be an interval after Act III. But of 
course, you are welcome to applaud whenever you like something! 
 
“Now let the doors of heaven open!”  
 
Welcome to this, the first staged production in modern times of Stefano Landi’s 
Tragicomedia La Morte d’Orfeo, with the Baroque Opera Studio and participants of the 
Fourth Open Academy of Baroque Music directed by Andrew Lawrence-King. 
 
  


